Key Goals

Created as an ideas competition to encourage creativity with a sound sustainability foundation, the Sustainable Division of the ABC criteria looks to highlight projects emphasizing the following:

· Foundations in sustainable construction
· Does the project express to you a sense of sustainability, of natural building and/or ergonomic delight? 

· How well does the project satisfy general human needs such as: scale, space, light, connection to nature and climate, cultural and community context? 

· Integrated of Sustainability
· Does the building integrate and engage environmental, economical and social aspects into the project?  
· Does the construction integrate various systems seamlessly?
· Is there an understanding of the different sustainable components necessary for a solid sustainable building? 
· Social consciousness

· Is attention paid to the cultural and social context of the building, both in site and program?
· Innovation and creativity

· Has the team been creative in developing green solutions and alternative or innovative processes?  
· Are boundaries being tested and new solutions created?
· Understanding of Sustainability 
· Does the builder appear to have a firm understanding of sustainable intent and scope while using it appropriately? 

· Are there examples of various sustainable credits and categories?

· Presentation Quality

· Does the presentation adequately express and articulate its reasoning and function such that it explains, informs and educates?

· Is the project submission clearly legible, aesthetically pleasing and graphically stimulating? 

· Will this project/presentation arouse interest in the Carolinas as a whole? 

· Is this project/presentation a good advertisement for sustainable excellence? 

Additional Criteria options:
· Does this building offer new and innovative content?

· Does this building attract new audience or education opportunities?

· Does this project contribute to the diversity of ABC offering in terms of topics, presentation style or geographic perspective?
· Does the building address its carbon footprint?

· Does the building look at the (LCA) lifecycle analysis? 
· Does the building do anything to address water and our drought issues?
Making the Award Specific to the Carolinas
There are several pertinent issues the Carolinas are currently facing that the development industry is directly involved with.  This provides builders and contractors the opportunity to incorporate various sustainable practices to help preserve our region and improve the quality of life.  Projects that target issues which affect the Carolinas have a positive influence on our immediate ecosystem and local resources and also show the community the commitment and importance of responsible building practices.  All projects have the potential to utilize sustainable design, regardless of building size or type without compromising the building function.  The ABC Carolinas Green Award selects the following topics as the most influential and important concerns affecting our region.
Drought Conditions

Energy Source and Use

Excessive Transportation

Urban Sprawl

Conservation Breakthrough
Drought Conditions – Persistent drought conditions continue in both Carolinas.  The water basins that feed the Carolinas provide water for drinking, sanitation, recreation, power generation, business use and aquatic habitat.  Water levels are extremely low and the two states continue in an exceptional drought.  A building has many opportunities to help alleviate this strain.  Watering lawns and landscaping accounts for one of the largest non-essential use of water from the basins.  A variety of practices are available to reduce this demand.  There is readily available technology that can reduce the large volume of potable water that a building’s plumbing fixtures use.
Energy Source and Use – Energy use reduction is a growing concern for our region.  It is important to reduce the amount of energy use and use cleaner, more efficient methods of energy generation.  A project has a multitude of options for decreasing the building’s carbon footprint created from energy use.  This is important to maximize the energy yield from resources and to minimize the requirement regardless of the energy source.  By selecting cleaner energy sources, and constructing high efficiency buildings, a project has a two-fold approach at improving the Carolinas energy implications.
Excessive Transportation – Public and private transportation are a way of life in the Carolinas and are constantly evolving as our society and technology grow.  There are aspects associated with transportation which are beneficial and those which are harmful.  A sustainable building combines as many of the positive aspects and reduces the negatives associated with the multiple modes offered throughout the Carolinas.  Developing a project with clean, efficient and minimal transportation in mind addresses many key components of this award across every category considered.
Urban Sprawl – Since 2000, Charlotte and Raleigh are the 7th and 9th (respectively) fastest growing cities in the U.S.  In this time Raleigh, Cary, Durham, Charlotte and Charleston experience an 11 – 25% population growth per city; all of which are within the top 60 of the nation.  This growth is disproportionate to the land size of the states which rank as #29 (NC) and #40 (SC) largest states in the nation.  This shows that the Carolinas have less area to accommodate the high percentage of growth.  The containment of urban sprawl is vital to our state’s future, and the reduction of landfills, building footprints and increase of building reuse play an important role.
Conservation Breakthrough – While current conditions focus on water, energy, transportation and growth, our community is constantly evolving and today’s issues will be different from tomorrows.  It is important to address issues that are current, and it is equally crucial to look ahead and prevent additional development environmental concerns from arising.  This section awards projects for including new technology and practices that continue to preserve our community’s environment and resources for future generations to enjoy.
Project Submission Guidelines

To apply for this award, a project’s submission should include narrative descriptions on each of the five conservation issues listed above.  The following guidelines are to be followed:
· Clearly separate each of the five sections with tabs or dividers for clarity and completeness.
· The narrative should list all approaches taken, the relevance to the sustainable intent and how the project is improving the environment and community of the Carolinas as a whole.

· Each of the five narratives has a maximum of 3 pages.  Within these pages of text include any relevant photographs to highlight practices being described.
· Include all calculations for derived values (not counted in 3 page limit for narrative).

· Third party verification of results (examples can be: architect, commissioning agent, engineer, US Green Building Council etc.).

Project Grading Criteria

Each project submitted is graded on a scale of up to 35 points.  A project earns up to 5 points in each of the five sustainable categories based upon the number and type of measures taken, the effectiveness of these measures and the relevance to the Carolinas for a total of 25 possible points.  In addition, each of the five categories can earn 2 points for a total of 10 points.  A project can earn 2 additional points in each category by providing third party verification of mechanisms implemented and results submitted.  This adds credibility to submissions and ensures that projects are getting the results that they intend to yield.  A small building can have the same proportional impact on the environment; therefore building size is not taken into consideration for this award.
